
Murray Language Academy
LSC Meeting Minutes
February 20, 2013

Present: 
Eulene B. Carter (Teacher)
Michael D. Ewing (Parent)
Brian Graves (Teacher)
Nicole Hayes (Parent)
Leslé Honoré (Parent)
Tom Hoffer (Parent)
Gregory Mason (Principal)
Sherry A. Nickerson (Staff)
Carla Pollard (Community)
Josephine Sanders (Parent)
Michael J. Scott (Community)
Angela Stewart (Parent)

Absent:
None

Call to Order  The meeting was called to order by Nicole Hayes at 6:40 pm.

Acceptance of the Agenda The agenda was accepted as proposed.

Approval of Past Minutes  Minutes of the January 16, 2013 meeting were approved unanimously as 
submitted (Ewing; Sanders).

Committee Reports:
1. Principal's Report:  Mr. Mason gave the Principal's Report (see attached).  Highlights: a 

discussion of the new ISAT cut scores (passed Jan. 24) for “meets expectations”, which would 
have greatly increased the number of students who did not meet expectations last year.  The 
school is considering what might be done; this was discussed at the Feb. 1 staff meeting.  Ms. 
Alvarado is working K-4 doing pullouts of students identified by MAP scores.  Murray was 
selected as a 2012 Spotlight School (50%+ low-income; AYP over last two years; 60% of 
students meeting/exceeding over last two years).  Still struggling with recess; various staffing 
possibilities are being considered.

2. CIWP: Tom Hoffer: there was considerable uncertainty last month while awaiting new MAP 
data (still not all here) and new ISAT cut scores (released Jan. 24).  The CIWP committee 
would like to meet with Mr. Mason within the next few weeks to discuss the new MAP data and 
how it relates to the goals in the CIWP.  Mr. Mason gave an informal overview of the situation.

3. Budget & Finance: Mr. Mason requested a transfer of $439 from one budget line (29221-225-
53305-119016-000703) to another (29221-225-53305-119015-000703) in order to purchase 
Accelerated Reader on-line tests.  $2000 was initially allocated for this purchase for a fixed 
number of books; this will allow for an expanded on-line library of tests.  The transfer was 
approved unanimously on a motion by Sanders (2nd: Honoré).

4. Principal Evaluation:  no activity to report.
5. PPLC: Eulene Carter and Brian Graves gave the report (see attached).  They had a discussion 

of MAP testing and its use in special ed. referrals, new ISAT schedules, and the need for sub 



books.
6. PTO Report:  Geri Redd:  African-American History Fair is Friday, February 22. 5-8:30, they 

need volunteers.
7. Staff Relations/PSRP (Paraprofessional School Related Personnel):  Sherry Nickerson 

presented a statement:  PSRP's are encountering disrespect from students at all grade levels.  
This needs to be addressed by the school.  The committee also discussed training for new 
PSRP's and the ongoing issue of students who are not picked up after school.

New Business  
1. One budget transfer request was approved under the Budget Committee report item.
2. There were no capital improvement requests.  Mr. Mason has a meeting Thursday with CPS and 

with construction folks on the timeline for upcoming phase two of construction. 

Old Business  
1. There was no old business.

Next Meeting  The next Regular LSC Meeting will be held at Murray Language Academy on March 
20, 2013 @ 6:30pm in the multipurpose room of Murray Language Academy.

Adjournment   The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 pm.

Respectfully submitted and approved,

Michael Scott, Secretary


